SPORT AND THE SCATTER GUN         199

feeders. A "call bird' in a cage that your shikari may have
put out will collect several in its vicinity. In the writer's
mind, grey partridge, yellow mustard fields, tall-growing
millet and Indian corn, a group of dark mango trees in the
distance, a wallow of water buffaloes, stand for the heart
and life of ordinary India. Painted Partridge are good shoot-
ing in the Deccan and Central India, and elsewhere for ought
I know, better in the feather than the homely 'grey', clean
feeders, and sharp in flight. Where they gather too will be
the Florican, the small bustard, like to the Khoorhaan, the
cscolding hen' of the South African veldt. There we call
shooting them, the red-wing partridge, and the guinea of
the riverside, 'going hunting'. Round this Empire of ours
English like Arabic has many meanings, some older and
truer than the degenerate use at Home.

In the foot-hills and in Burma is a pleasant little game-
bird, the Bamboo Partridge, which is not to be despised,
though not easy to flush, and in the same terrain you will
get that wonderful jungle cock of brilliant plumage, which
is none other than our domestic fowl before man caught and
tamed him, and shut his mate in coops, when all the world
was young.

Whether it be in the brilliant mustard field, in the grass
of the northern river, or whether in the lush of the foot-hills,
the clear call of the partridge to his mate is exhilarating, and
I like him best when I'm riding, and can neglect the English-
man's duty to shoot something.

Because the 'Black' is the king of them all, we will go
Black Partridge shooting on the Indus in the winter, in the
country of the 'people who live in tents', the Derajat. If we
are to have a good day, we must get far afield, and so we
will travel up-stream by the post-boat in the moonlight.
We will drive three or four miles from cantonment, with a
good bedding roll, a lunch basket and a bearer with kettles
and his paraphernalia, for there is no harm in early tea and
a breakfast to follow.

The post-boat is a small single-masted vessel, that will